
Join us on Sunday 28th August at St. Andrew’s, Congresbury for our next Explore Together 
service, looking at the story of Peter’s dream. Explore Together is a great way to engage in 

faith through discussion and craft based groups in an informal and friendly atmosphere. 
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 “Living faith – a garden full of wonder.”  

“8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can 

compare with yours.  9 All the nations you have made will 

come and worship before you; they will bring glory to your name.  10 For you are 

great and do marvellous deeds; for you alone are God.”  (Psalm 86:8-10) 

On Wednesday of this last week we had an outdoor Communion Service in the Pray-

er Garden at Congresbury, in part to dedicate a bench for the garden, given in 

memory of a much-loved former member of the Wednesday communion community 

– Clarice Lovell. 

The English weather was perfect, neither too warm nor too cold; white, fluffy clouds 

drifted gently across a beautiful blue sky.  In the garden, the apple trees are bursting 

forth, producing an abundance of soon to be ripe apples.  Indeed, the growing foliage 

tickled the ears, and even the noses of one or two of us as we sat round in a circle on 

benches and the stone seating. 

Here we were in God’s greatest ‘Cathedral’ – His creation.  And on a near ‘perfect’ 

day. 

Sharing in worship like this outdoors lends itself to awe and wonder.  Whether as part 

of an organised group, or having a quiet time on our own, we not only can marvel at 

the height of the ceiling overhead or the breath-taking wonder of the view, there is a 

long tradition that our prayers and praises actually join in with the ongoing prayer 

and praise of all of creation itself. 

I am reminded of passages such as: 

“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; and the mountains and hills will 

burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. (from 

Isaiah 55:12) 

And “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His 

hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  

They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.  Yet their 

voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.  In the heavens 

God has pitched a tent for the sun.  It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  It rises at one end of the heavens and 

makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.” (Psalm 19:1-6) 



Reading words such as “nothing is deprived of the sun’s warmth” also reminds me 

of the news this week from our top meteorologists that the recent record-breaking 

heatwave was exacerbated by up to 4 degrees Celsius because of human use of fossil 

fuels, which was the key factor leading to not only our ‘over-heating’ as human be-

ings but also, critically, to the overheating of the earth leading to making grassland 

and forests so susceptible to ‘wild fires’ to such devastating effect. 

In order to challenge our ‘consumerist’ approach as human beings to creation, we 

urgently need to recapture both a biblical and an ancient people’s peoples’ under-

standing of the natural world around us and recover our awe and wonder of simply 

being part of something much bigger than ourselves. I would go as far as to say it is 

an ‘imperative’ – i.e. vital, both for creation’s sake, but also for ours, re-aligning us 

with a biblical harmony in which our prayer and praise joins in with the praise of all 

that lives.* 

I never tire of reminding myself, as someone who has recently discovered the won-

ders of walking the hills, particularly of the Brecon Beacons, “that those hills are 

there whether I’m there or not.  They point to God each day, before I went there, 

while I was there, and they will be there (God willing) long after I’m gone.” 

So grab yourself a coffee (or a tea). Take yourself outside.  Give yourself five 

minutes.  Close your eyes, take in the wonder of the silent song and prayer of all that 

is as the creation offers its prayer and praise to its Creator each and every day. And 

after listening, let us join in with offering our own prayer and praise too.  You may 

even like to keep a record, or set yourself a challenge, of different times, places, and 

weathers where you have joined in with such times of prayer.   

Instead of ‘getting in the way,’ let us ‘get in tune’ with the mystery and wonder of 

our Creation’s song. 

Matt Thomson 

* Postscript: One of the greatest of poems and prayers ever written on this very sub-

ject of Creations’ prayer was written by Francis of Assisi “The Canticle of the Crea-

tures.” You can look it up in books, on the Internet or, if you are reading this digital-

ly, by following the following link: The Canticle of the Creatures | St Anthony 

Shrine          

 

 Join us at 4pm online or in St. Andrew’s, Congres-
bury for our all new Explore@4. Today we will be 
looking at how we know that God loves us and how 
we see that love. This is a family friendly service, 
perfect for those just starting out in their faith 
journey or for those looking at a different ap-
proach to faith. 

https://www.stanthony.org/the-canticle-of-the-creatures/
https://www.stanthony.org/the-canticle-of-the-creatures/

