Donations to Immanuel Church, Bethlehem

Thank you to those who have already made a donation to Immanuel Church,
your generosity is hugely appreciated. The donations will be being sent in
the next week, so if you would still like to give, the easiest way to do this is
via our online giving portal at www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/giving

Discipleship and Journeying with God into the New Year:

We are pleased to announce the different ways we can share our journey of discipleship during this
time. Please see below:

Daily Blog — What’s happening this week? \JOUI;\’NEY
This week we will be continuing to look at the Story of Christmas in greater depth M;Z\?\IEER
through the Paula Gooder book “Journey to the Manger”. gy G-
If you would like to follow the Daily Blog as part of your journey of faith, you can 7y i
access via the “New Creation Facebook Page” : https://www.facebook.com/
NewCreationChurches/, via the New Creation website: http:/
www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/ or New Creation YouTube Channel : https:// ¥
www.youtube.com/channel/UCXn34qIX1XBeOAmO1M1KbBw/ =

NEW Living Faith—The Chosen. Monday 11" Jan at 7.30pm

We will be looking at the new ‘phenomenon’ which is the world crowd fund-
ed TV adaptation of the Life of Jesus called “The Chosen.” We will be start-
ing with the screening of the Story of Christmas, “The Shepherds,”

The “Living Faith” group is a great opportunity for anyone who perhaps wishes to explore faith for the
first time or who would like to revisit the foundations of their faith to join in, ask questions, or who
simply wants to listen as we share what this remarkable piece of Christian television can say to us about
the person of Jesus at the centre of our faith.

If you would prefer to watch “The Chosen” in your own time it can be obtained for free, via an App,
which can be downloaded to your Smartphone or Tablet or at the Chosen YouTube Channel https://
www.youtube.com/c/TheChosenSeries/videos

For further details of how to join the group please visit the website and Facebook pages: website:
http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/ or our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
NewCreationChurches/ PLEASE contact Kirsty Bowles (Lay Pioneer Minister) email:
kirsty.bowles@newcreationchurches.org.uk or 07871 513151 to get the code for the Zoom meeting to
join in (needed for Safeguarding purposes).

NEW Rule of Life, Tuesday 12th January 7.30pm

The Rule of Life Bible Study Group returns with Series 2 starting on Tuesday 12th January from 7:30
pm until 9pm via Zoom

The plan is to journey with Jesus by studying various episodes and bible passages from His early min-
istry to learn how we can love Him more deeply and follow Him more closely as His apprentices and
disciples. Our journey of six Tuesday evenings starts with the Epiphany celebration of Christ coming
in flesh as our light and salvation.

This is a stand-alone set of sessions and you are very welcome, whether or not you attended Series
One, the key thing is to get us all opening the Bible together, sharing and praying as we go deeper into
the heart of God while renewing our own.

If you would like to attend, please indicate your interest to Nick and Sarah (nick@jarrett-kerr.com or
07768 921166) so they can send you joining instructions and Zoom details.
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Continuing to be a Happy New Year for 2021: DR A PR Y

Happy New Year everyone and welcome to this second New Creation e
Pew News for 2021. Let us keep “Happy” as we move deeper into 2021. VM
N\ =

Thought for the Weeke : “The lmportance and value of goals, New Year resolutions,

and aspirations.”

There is a wonderful quote that my son has tattooed on his arm, “a man’s reach should exceed his
grasp, otherwise what is a heaven for.”

It comes from a poem by Robert Browning called
“Andrea del Sarto” who was a great but forgotten artist
of the period of Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and
Raphael. Andrea del Sarto, unlike his peers, was an
artist that no one can remember and the poem is all
about him reflecting on his life and, although full of
regrets, not least wrestling passionately with his beauti-
ful wife’s infidelity and still loving her, he still holds out
for what he calls, “new chances, in the four great walls
of the New Jerusalem” (in other words heaven).

Andrea del Sarto

. (Artist - 1530)
Robert Browning

(Poet - 1889)

This is not a poem of defeat or resignation. Itisa
poem that, whilst recognising that this life may not
necessarily been particularly kind or fortuitous to him, still holds out not in
bitterness but in hope for a bigger vision, a greater hope and against all the
odds; never giving up on dreams, or in believing that things can change, not
just for when he gets to heaven but here on earth.

For me, this ‘earthing’ of hope goes to the heart of what it means to be pray -
in the Lord’s prayer “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it e
is in heaven.” It means having a certain restlessness and refusal to resign in ’ ‘,:
one’s spirit because our eyes are fixed not just on accepting the status quo, —

but dreaming, hoping and believing in something more — heaven on earth.

“Madonna and
child” (Andrea del Sarto)
with Jesus and Mary
looking out to the world
in love together — one of
the first times this had
been painted

We may have had our knocks, things may be tough at the moment, we may
feel as if we too have been ‘passed over’ for someone else or by life itself,
all things Browning identifies with in his poem. And yet, and yet, he still
has Andrea hold out in hope.

Brilliant. And what gives Browning such surety and hope?

Iturn to another one of his poems, “The last ride together,” for although it talks about the closeness
and intimacy of a human relationship between two partners in the sunset of life in the most romantic
and tender of terms, it could so easily also describe the essence of a spiritual life where one has come to
discover the strength of not just knowing ‘about’ God, and ‘about’ Jesus but of coming to know Him by
wanting to spend time with Him, to walk with Him, talk with Him, look to Him, laugh with Him, cry
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with Him, and bit by bit exchange one’s own aspirations and hopes and subjegate them for His, all
because of love. The poem “the last ride” concludes with the lines:

“What if we still ride on, we two
With life for ever old yet new,
Changed not in kind but in degree,
The instant made eternity, —

And heaven just prove that I and you
Ride, ride together, for ever ride?”

Again, for me, this goes to the heart of what the “Covenant Service” and the “Covenant Prayer” within
it is all about, which we have kindly received as a great spiritual gift from our Methodist brothers and
sisters and from John Wesley himself.

In the prayer we commit ourselves not only to allegiance to God but to let our lives be transformed by
His life; our hopes be exchanged for His, and to look out to His world in and for love. It is a demand-
ing but also inspirational and aspirational prayer. Even if you have prayed it many times before, I
wonder if not this year it has added poignancy?

In the old days, when we were the four Churches, we would have shared in the saying these words with
our Methodist brothers and sisters this weekend and we would have had a wonderful lunch together,
alternating each year between Banwell and Congresbury. Sadly, a bit like good old Andrea del Sarto
in Browning’s first poem, life doesn’t always work out the way that you want. And, for some of us, we
will feel it most keenly. But we can still make the positive choice to still hold out and take the “leap of
faith” and pledge ourselves to the life and love of Christ once again.

Some people say to me, “I’ve given up on New Year resolutions,” others that their ‘goals’ are all about
themselves or their career or health aspirations (good though some of these are). Can we not offer
ourselves and the world though a different story, a different song, a poem; the language of love, com-
mitment and fidelity as we once again say these cherished words together:

“Methodist Covenant Prayer”

I am no longer my own but Yours.

Your will, not mine, be done in all things,

wherever You may place me, in all that I do and in all that I may endure;
when there is work for me, and when there is none;

when I am troubled, and when I am at peace.

Your will be done, when I am valued, and when I am disregarded;

when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;

when I have all things, and when I have nothing.

I willingly offer all I have and am to serve You, as and where You choose.

Glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
You are mine and I am Yours. May it be so forever.
Let this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in Heaven. Amen.

Matt Thomson

N.B. We will be including the “Methodist Covenant Prayer in our Service online tomorrow (Sun 10™
Jan) at 10.30am. Please join us if you would like to share in saying these words together.

What is happening “Church wise” in January (“ALL CHANGE”): CHURCH @ HOME
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement earlier this week, and by
looking at guidance from the National Church and from the Diocese, the ARDFOLOHTHEDA VBEDBLOGS FRAVS STORES O
Wardens and the two PCCs have decided that it would be best for Church f

Services to go “Online ONLY” during this time. i

Join us by watching LIVE via the “New Creation Facebook Page” : https://www.facebook.com/
NewCreationChurches/ or catch up later on Facebook, via the New Creation website: http://
www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/ or New Creation YouTube Channel : https:/www.youtube.com/
channel/UCXn34qIX1XBeOAmMO 1M 1KbBw/

I appreciate this is difficult for some people especially for those who don’t have or want to use technol-
ogy. That is why there is both this Pew News Sheet, with its “Thought for the Week,” usually based on
the Bible Reading for the Sunday and the Prayer Diary. I am also very grateful to all the
Church@Home co-ordinators who keep in touch each week and some of whom provide other material.

In addition, for those not online:

Other resources we can recommend are:
“Songs of Praise” BBC 1 (Sunday 12.25pm) which this week is coming from Stirling inn Scotland.

“Faith in Action” BBC 1 (Sunday 13.15pm) is about living out one’s faith, this week from East Lon-
don.

“Premier Christian Radio Station” has Christian programmes including worship throughout each day.
You can access the radio station on your TV if you have “Freeview” — Channel 725, or if you have a
DAB Radio — I have checked that our postcode BS495DX picks up the service.

Matt Thomson

‘U’M}G{K NoU) #ClapForHeroes - Thursdays at 8pm

As we are now in a National Lockdown for the third time, we remember
all of our critical workers by joining with the Nation in the ‘Clap for

%
%”% Heroes’ each Thursday
‘% evening at 8pm. We also \ "
% have banners kindly being
made for the churches to
show our support to those

2
, @ working on the front lines (28
to keep us all safe during %
. WE ARE YU these difficult times. o’.he(o

Next week the Diocese will be exploring Prayer - Everyone, Everywhere!

Starting on Sunday 10 January with a service recorded in the Cathedral, including a reflection from
Bishop Ruth,, there will then be a week-long exploration of prayer through online resources and a
Zoom meeting on Saturday 16th January.

Further information and access to resources can be done by clicking here Sign up here to receive the

materials and links or go to https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/09/ad-days-2021/

Sign up here to book your place at one of the Zoom Gatherings or go to https://
www.bathandwells.org.uk/event/prayer-everyone-everywhere-2/
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