
Update on Sunday and Wednesday services:  

Following the Government announcement a week ago re: new 

restrictions and guidelines - “Rule of Six.”  

The Church of England has advised that regular worship is still 

being allowed subject to the existing guidelines,  until any 

news is received to the contrary, the worship pattern of our Churches will therefore contin-

ue with: 

Sunday morning services at 10.30am  – next week we are in Banwell 

Wednesday at 9.00am in Congresbury,  

followed by a socially distanced coffee or whatever at St Congar’s Coffee Shop. 

 

As soon as we hear any further news we will, of course, let people know as soon as we can. 

Matt 

A message of thanks from Ruth Wratten: 

A BIG thank you  to everyone who supported me in the Great 
North Run Challenge. I completed within the timeframe, clocked 
up 90 miles and raised about £300 for NHS Charities. Grateful for 
your support. 

Sue Hoskins Ordination—10.30am Saturday 26th September 

Please pray for Sue Hoskins as she is ordained by Bishop Ruth at 10.30 am on Saturday 

26th. Due to COVID restrictions, the service will be very different than in previous years and 

obviously the number of guests is heavily reduced. The service will be recorded however, 

but not live-streamed. As soon as Sue has the link, she will forward it to us for anyone who 

would like to watch. 

New Creation Pew News 
St Andrew’s Churches, Banwell and Congresbury  

Sunday 20th september  

 Thought for the Week: “Six months on, and 

what a six months it’s been.”  

On Wednesday it will be six months since the Prime 
Minister stood at the lectern and announced the need 
for a national Lockdown (Mon 23 rd March) due to the 
Co-Vid virus. 
 
Ever since we have had the daily news bulletins, the endless amounts of media cover-
age, the blame game and the recriminations.  Many have struggled, sadly some have 
lost dear loved ones, and many have not seen their lives change this much in a long 
time, although some of us have memories long enough to remember the “three day 
week” and the “power cuts” of the late seventies. 
 
So looking a little bit at the longer game, where is God in all this, and what is He do-
ing? 
 
Well, I’m drawn back to the image and story we gained insight from when we looked 
at where God is in personal healing, from the historic Japanese art form known as 
“Kintsugi.”   
 
For those who have not come across this before, it is customary for Japanese families 
to hand down plates and other artifacts as families in much the same way as many 
British families ‘hand down’ to future generations pieces of furniture say or other 
valuable or sentimental items; I wear a simple signet ring of little monetary worth but 
which has been handed down by five generations in my Dad ’s side of the family.  
 
What happens when such a plate or bowl is accidentally broken? Well, in certain parts 
of Japan the bowl or plate is taken to a Kintsugi ‘artist’ who not only sticks the bro-
ken pieces together as best they can, but then goes further by pouring gold into the 
cracks of the broken pottery thereby bringing new life, new ‘art,’ new beauty in and 
through the brokenness.  
 
We can find the same process at work in so many of the stories of Jesus ’ healing mir-
acles and in His encounters with people.  Take as example perhaps the classic healing 
of the “Man born Blind” in John ch 9.  The first half of the chapter is about Jesus 
bringing to the man his physical sight. But as so often is the case in John, the story is 
both about what you ‘see’ happening before you but also the story then acts as a pow-
erful insight and metaphor beyond itself into the nature of God, or humanity, or both.  
So, we find in the second half of John ch. 9, a dialogue then takes place between the 
man, who has now been ‘healed’ of his blindness and the school of Pharisees who are 
tasked with investigating what Jesus was doing “healing someone on the Sabbath” – 
something seen as “work” and therefore against the understanding of Jewish custom 
and Law.  

           Cont………... 
 



Then, in true John style, the tables are turned upside down, with the Man born Blind 
insight into the nature and heart of what God wants for the world and for humanity 
and the Pharisees, who physically could se and who thought were those charged with 
guiding the nations ‘sight,’ left floundering in ‘blindness.’ 
 
What can we learn from this with regard to our own situation as we reflect on Lock-
down? 
 
Well strangely, it may not be our elected ‘leaders,’ either in Society or even in the 
Church, who best can ‘see’ the best way forward.  Better to look for what comes 
from those who have themselves known and lived through the experience of 
‘brokenness’ and ‘transformation’ for instance.  Maybe, we should therefore take 
great interest in the report released this week by the first “Citizen’s Assembly” look-
ing into Climate Change, and in to how we can achieve “net zero” carbon emission 
by 2050?  Interesting how this group of ordinary people have been able to work to-
gether across many cultural and political divides have then made as one of their key 
recommendations, “the need for Parliament,” and its many sub-committees therefore, 
“to likewise overcome previously held positions and delineating lines, and actually 
work for the common good and the greater purpose and goal.” 
 
Not only Climate Change, but a new way of us doing our ‘Politics’ therefore needs to 
be part of our ‘new world’ as we look to what can be learnt from God as we look to 
how our humanity can be ‘healed’ as well as the Creation all around us.  
 
And, its not fair simply to put politicians ‘in the frame’ as they are often only acting 
and reacting to how we behave also in society.  This morning (Saturday) there was an 
interview on the Radio of a mum, Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason whose seven children have 
all turned out to be classial musical geniuses. Interviewing an understandably very 
proud Mum, the interviewer asked, “how do you cope when one or other of the chil-
dren wins a particular competition or gameshow such as “Britain’s Got Talent?”  Ka-
diatu relplied, somewhat bemused, “well, they delight in each other’s successes.  
They have never been brought up to compete.” 
 
Here is but a couple of insights I think we can try to learn from as we look to what a 
‘new world,’ a “Kintsugi” inspired world, might look like post Lockdown, and as we 
reflect on what God might be wanting to bring out of the pain and the “brokenness” 
of this time of Lockdown six months in.  
 
Have a good week.  Matt  
 
N.B. If you would like to see a short (three minue) video about the power and image-
ry of the Kintsugi Art form – see “Kintsugi: the art of broken pieces – healing – MT” 
or click on the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txnxzlYlr1I 
 
The New Testament writer, Tom Wright has also written a book the subject, “God and the 
Pandemic: a Christian reflection” available from Eden and Amazon and also in ebook on 
Amazon Kindle.    
       
 
 

Live Stream Church for Sunday: “NEW Church for a NEW 

Society – Two Churches as ONE” - 10.30am: 

THIS Sunday we will be in Congresbury for the second of our Sun-

days where we focus on the “Themes of John’s Gospel.”   

We continue the first theme of Justice –  and look particularly at how we can apply God’s understand-

ing of Justice to today’s world and situations. 

As we discovered last week, John’s Gospel is such an engaging account of Jesus life.  Known as the 

“spiritual” Gospel, John had more time than the others to sit back not only to remember the events of 

Jesus’ life as best as he could, but also to think in greater depth about what they therefore could 

mean.   The other themes we will be looking at over the coming weeks include: 

• Relationships 

• Spirituality 

• Beauty 

• Freedom 

• Truth 

• Power 

So please join us for the second week on Justice this week. The service will last approximately fifty 

minutes to an hour.  

You can access the Service by joining us in church or LIVE via the “New Creation Facebook Page” : 

https://www.facebook.com/NewCreationChurches/ or catch up later via the New Creation website: 

http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/  or New Creation YouTube Channel : https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCXn34qIXlXBeOAmO1M1KbBw/ 

Matt Thomson 

Daily Blog – What’s happening Next?  A Journey into John’s Gospel and how Jesus sees the 

world: “Themes in the Gospel of John” by Tom Wright, New Testament writer. 

As mentioned above, in our “Livestream of Sunday Services,” we are going to begin looking at seven 
themes within the Gospel of John.   
 
This week we will continue our look at the first of the seven themes, “Justice” and see how issues of 
Justice are both core to God’s desire for the world, but Justice in a way that brings change not just 
judgement but restoration and a changed world. 
 
We hope you will join us each day as members of the Daily Blog team share with us a short five mi-
nute video picking up on various Bible Stories and scenarios that explore this theme of God’s under-
standing of Justice throughout the coming week.   
 

If you would like to follow the Daily Blog as part of your journey of faith, you can access via the “New 
Creation Facebook Page” : https://www.facebook.com/NewCreationChurches/, via the New Creation 
website: http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/  or New Creation YouTube Channel : https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCXn34qIXlXBeOAmO1M1KbBw/ 
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