
 

New Creation Pew News 

St Andrew’s Churches, Banwell and Congresbury  

  

 Sunday 16th august  

 Thought for the Week: 
 “Remembering the ‘Forgotten Ones.’”  
 

Saturday 15th August 2020 sees the 75th Anniversary of the 

end of hostilites in the Pacific and the Far East and the 

celebration of what has come to be known as VJ (Victory 

against Japan) or VP (Victory in the Pacific) Day.  It also 

marks the formal ending of World War II. 

Given that most of the British forces involvement in the Second World War was in Europe, 

the much smaller forces involved in Burma and the Far East, together with the considerable 

distance involved and the fact that hositilities continued after the general celebrations of the 

liberation of Europe, led many of those who were involved to feel as if they were “the 

Forgotten Army.”  

It was only really some time later, when the eye witness experiences of those involved were 

told, and when the catalogue of war crimes emerged of what took place particluraly around 

the building of the twelve hundred mile Burma-Thailand Railway, otherwise known as the 

“Death Railway,” that the true horrors of what local people and Allied Prisoners of War 

(POWs) had gone through came to light. 

As so often is the case, amongst a dark sea of pain and 

unbelievable suffering individual stories of incredible 

heroism and diginity emerged almost as deacons of light.  

One such story is that of Eric Lomax, his wife Patsie and 

Takashi Nagase, the Japanese English Interpreter working 

for the Japanese Secret Police who interogated and tortured 

Eric Lomax whilst a Prisoner of War working on part of the 

Railway.  (The picture to the side of this paragraph is a picture of the two gentlemen 

themselves).   

After the War, when Eric Lomax was repaturated, he suffered, like so many, of what today we 

would call PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder).  The anxiety, the flash backs, the night 

terrors – they were all part of what was considered in those days a ‘soldier’s lot’ and a 

“burden they had to bare alone.”  Things have thankfully moved on along way since those 

days, but for Eric and Patsie Lomax the toll was considerable and as well as the veteran often 

their partner or wife often suffered silently in pain, having to cope with the trauma of the 

living nightmare their loved one had brought home with them. 

But Patsie never gave up on Eric, and through a chance newspaper article he eventually was 

to find some sense of closure through meeting up with the Japanese guard who had been the 
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interpreter during his interogation and torture.  And, most remarkably , Eric forgave Takashi 

Nagase for all the hurt and pain inflicted upon him and the two gentlemen became great 

friends. 

True bravery and character comes in many forms.  Both men worked tirelessly for peace and 

reconciliation for the rest of their lives and in 2013 Eric’s autobigraphy was turned into a f ilm 

called, “The Railway Man” staring Colin Firth, Nicole Kidman and Hiroyuki Sanada as the three 

principle characters. 

In life, and therefore in the Bible, there have been similar such stories.  David, when he was 

the King’s servant and was being hounded and hunted down by the then King Saul.  Joseph, 

of course, and his technicolour dream coat, and his being wronged by  his brothers that led to 

his enslavement in Egypt.  And, in the New Testament, Ananaias, the resident and believer of 

Jesus in Damascus, who was willing to be the instrument of God’s transforming love and 

healing of the young Church’s main opponent and inquisitor at the time, Saul of Tarus, who 

was later to become St Paul. 

All people who had every right to bare the hurt and pain that had been inflicted upon them 

with similar anger and desire for retribution but who chose instead to seek another path – 

not to ignore the hurt and pain, but instead not to let it consume the rest of their lives and , 

in order to give it up, choose a narrower and more difficult path beyond justice or vengence, 

and that is the path of forgiveness. 

Hopefully, most of us will not have to face such huge situations in our own lives, although it 

can be really hard to give up the ‘little hurts’ and ‘injustices’ that come our way almost as 

much as it can be hard to let go of the bigger situations.  And, for most of us, forgiveness in 

such circumstances is more of a journey and a process than it is a one-off event, spending 

time playing things over and over in our minds and talking ourselves through it, or maybe 

only being able to let go or give up the hurt physically and emotionally one per cent at a 

time, through counseling, chatting things over with a friend, and/or by reconciliation and 

mediation work, and by prayer.  

It’s a long and difficult road, so its good we have these other pilgrims who have been w illing 

to walk this same path before us, and as Christians we believe in a Messiah who Himself cried 

out from the Cross “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing!” So even, 

or perhaps, for those times when we ourselves find it hard, or indeed impossible, at the 

moment to forgive, for whatever reason, we can trust and ask our Messiah to be willing to 

stand in our stead and say what we would like to say, maybe, one day.  

So as we reflect on this 75th anniversary of VJ Day, and we remember all those on all sides 

who suffered at the hands of the violence of others, may we also also remember the often 

unknown brave souls of light and inspiration who have, or who are currently, walking the 

path of truth and reconciliation.  May all their stories not be forgotten. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Have a good week. 

Matt Thomson 



N.B.  If you would like to view “The Railway Man” film it was shown on BBC1 on Friday 14 th 

Aug so it should be available on BBC iplayer, or it is available on Amazo n as aDVD or Amazon 

Prime. 

 

Live Stream Church for Sunday: “NEW Church for a NEW Society – 

Two Churches as ONE” - 10.30am: 

THIS Sunday we will be in Banwell for the second of our three-

week series exploration some of the values we have signed up to 

as a NEW Church. 

This week we are going to look at the theme of: “Prayer: and how it can be an aid to helping us to be 

flexible in these new and changing times.” 

So please join us for a simple service that will seek to include those at home as well as those who 

physically attend. The service will last approximately fifty minutes.  

(You can access the Service in the same usual way:  LIVE via the “New Creation Facebook Page” : 

https://www.facebook.com/NewCreationChurches/ or catch up later via the New Creation website: 

http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/  or New Creation YouTube Channel : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXn34qIXlXBeOAmO1M1KbBw/ 

PLUS 

Details of How to share in an Agape Feast at Home: 

Some people have kindly asked if they can share in an Agape Meal 

at Home either after the Live Stream service on a Sunday morning 

or at some other point during the week?  Kirsty has kindly put a link 

to the words we have used during the various times we have 

shared similar meals as part of the Service on a Sunday on the New 

Creation website: http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/  ) 

Matt Thomson 
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Congresbury Sound System: 

As things have developed over these last few months regarding sharing in worship BOTH physically 

in Church and also being Church on-line through the Livestreaming (what is called apparently, a 

“Hybrid” Church), we have had our joys and our concerns.  One of the key concerns as a Team has 

been particularly around the quality of the sound we are able to produce in Congresbury Church 

online particularly but also physically as well.  A lot of this is due to the lack of ability of parts of our 

present system (which is getting quite old now) to speak to laptops and other equipment used for 

the Livestream work and for creating a good signal that can then be amplified. 

After consultation with Mike, our son, who has been most helpful in these matters Congresbury PCC 

have decided that we should invest in trying to improve this situation as the current way of doing 

things is likely to be with us for the foreseeable future and, although we are both village Churches 

not City Centre ones, we want to share the best we can do with the wider Church community. 

For a cost of approximately £700 we have been able to do this and Mike is willing to install and give 

us all training on how the new front interface of running the sound system can work in various 

different scenarios (ie Wednesdays, Sundays, weddings, funerals, with or without Livestreaming etc).  

It also means, for those working across both of the Churches, Congresbury’s system will look and 

feel very much more like Banwell’s, which will be helpful. 

If you would like to make a small contribution towards updating and renewing this key part of the 

sound system to try and help cover some of the cost any donations would be much appreciated.  

Currently, I am pleased to say that, since the decision was taken on Wednesday, we have already 

received in excess of £450.  Thank you to everyone who has been so generous, especially after such 

a generous outpouring of kindness regarding the Bibles for Schools only a matter of a few weeks 

ago.  It is all very humbling. 

Mike hopes to have everything in place for the service in Congresbury on Sunday 23rd Aug.  And 

would like to offer to meet with people who either currently are involved with using the Sound 

System, or who would like to learn on Saturday 22nd Aug at 10.00am for approximately 45mins. 

Everyone would be very welcome (please bring a Facemask though.  Please.) 

Donations can be given as per the same as we did with the Bibles: 

Message from Beth: 

“Anyone wishing to contribute toward the Sound System in Congresbury can do so in any of the 

following ways: 

• Cash in an envelope, with your name on it please 

• Cheque payable to “St Andrew Congresbury PCC” 

• BACS: 
o Account name: St Andrew Congresbury PCC 
o Sort code: 60 23 32 
o Account number: 72280484 
o Reference: Church Sound System 

As long as we know who the donation is from, if you have a Gift Aid form on file with your Church, 

your donation will automatically be Gift Aided and the amount claimed added to the Sound System 

fund. 



Cash and cheques can either be sent/delivered to me (Beth Ashton-Hilton) at 14 Weetwood Road, 

Congresbury BS49 5BN, given to your Church @ Home coordinator to be relayed to me, or, if you 

have any questions or need any help – just contact Beth, Matt or Kirsty.    

Matt Thomson 

 

Live Streaming Training. 

If anyone is interested in learning to help run our livestreams as part of Hybrid Church, 

please come along on Saturday 22nd August and we will run through the process of the live 

stream and the software used. It is still very much a work in progress, and many thanks to 

Mike to helping with the equipment side of things. 

After Mike runs through the sound system, we will spend about 45 minutes having a look at 

‘digital pioneering’, but no pressure – we won’t be live on Saturday! 

If anyone has any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me, 

kirsty.bowles@newcreationchurches.org.uk or 07871 513151. 

Look forward to seeing some of you then. 

Kirsty x  

 

IMPORTANT NEW UPDATE on the opening of Church 

Buildings for Worship and Occasional Offices – FOLLOWING 

THE Church of England’s ANNOUNCEMENT Thurs 13th Aug –  

As from Sunday 16th August Ministers leading or preaching 

during the service are no longer required to wear a 

facemask (except while distributing Communion) obviously 

maintaining social distancing.  This will be very helpful for 

all those who have found it difficult to lip read or hear 

clearly what is being said both at home via the Livestream and physically in Church. 

For the rest of the time Ministers and the physical congregation will need to follow the Guidelines of 

the 8th Aug and so continue to wear a mask while physically in the Church Building and unless social 

distancing is able to be observed afterwards. 

Otherwise, the additional guidelines continue to apply, here are a few brief highlights of something 

of what the rest of a physical Church experience might feel like: 

• Wearing a facemask while in church is mandatory (you may unloop one side to receive 
communion) 

• People need to arrive and will need to be admitted by a Warden keeping two metres apart 

• A 21 Day Register of those attending is required by Track and Trace. 

• Sanitising gel etc will be available 

• People will be directed to their seats and people are asked to seat in ‘households’ of one or 
more people, two meters apart. 
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• Paper Orders of Service are restricted, and so we will be using the screen.  We understand 
some people find it difficult to read from the screen, please speak to a warden if you 
require a different format. 

• Unfortunately, we are not permitted to share in congregational singing for the time being 
but there will be music in various forms as part of the service. 

• Holy Communion will be a part of the Service but will be optional for those who wish to 
receive it.  Communion will be in the form of Bread only at present.  

• Children and young people are very much welcome at the service.  However, the Children’s 
Corner itself in both Churches needs to be closed at the moment.  If you could bring some 
activity for your young person with you that would be very much appreciated. 

• Although we are not able to offer refreshments, we hope to have ten minutes at the end of 
the service to be outside, socially distanced, in order to be able to socialise and catch up 
with one another each week (weather permitting). 

• The service is expected to last for approximately fifty minutes, and we will be joined 
throughout by those Online. 

• By coming to the service, you are consenting that your image may appear online. 
 
There will be a copy of these details also on the website. 
 
With thanks to the Wardens and others who have put in so much work to make this new addition to 

our worship life possible. 

Matt Thomson 

 

Daily Blog – the Next “Forty Days” – “Forty Days of inspiration from the 

Celtic Saints” with David Cole: 

The Daily Blog has turned a chapter.  After spending “forty days with the 

Holy Spirit,” we are now going to look at the inspiration we can draw from 

the lives of others, in this case the Celtic Saints. 

Both our Church communities have well-known Celtic roots – Congresbury 

with St Congar and Banwell with St Patrick, and the lives of these men and 

women of faith are often enlightening, encouraging, and relevant to the 

lives we live today, especially as we too emerge into a NEW community 

and NEW Society. 

As an inspiration, and to form the framework for the Blog, the team will be drawing on the work of 

David Cole (himself a member of the Community of St Hilda and St Aidan) who has shared a short 

biographical story of each saint, a Bible reading, and an application to everyday life for each day. 

So, why not start on the next chapter of our journey together by following the Blog each day (each 

video is approximately five minutes) or by playing ‘catch up’ once or twice a week?   

You can access the “Daily Blog” either by looking up the “New Creation Facebook Page”:  

https://www.facebook.com/NewCreationChurches/ , the New Creation website: 

http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/ or the New Creation YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXn34qIXlXBeOAmO1M1KbBw/ 

Or you can purchase David Cole’s book for yourself from Eden or Amazon, or via Amazon Kindle. 
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Thank you to the Team for all their hard work. 

Matt Thomson 

 

Please Pray for Bishop Peter Hancock and for his family: 

During the week Bishop Peter was diagnosed with a form of Leukaemia and will begin treatment in 

hospital straight away.  Please pray for him, and for his family at the time.  He is likely to be stepping 

back from his role as figurehead of the Diocese for some time and so please pray also for Bishop 

Ruth, for Howard and their family as she takes on the role in his stead.   

Other News: 

How quickly a week seems to go these days.  It has been quite a week.  Over the last few days both 

Kay and Paul, Howard and Ruth, and Jan and I, have become grandparents or great grandparents – 

Paul and Kay’s Ella, and her partner Adam, have had a little boy, Wilfred Paul.  Howard and Ruth’s 

daughter in law, Danielle and her husband Nathanael have had a little girl, Maya and Jan and I, our 

daughter Becky, and her husband Aidan, have had a little girl, Evelyn Rose and a little boy, Patrick 

James.  As of writing this, all babies, parents and grandparents are doing fine.  So, we praise God and 

give thanks both for each of these new lives. 

 


