
 Update on the opening of Church Buildings for Worship, Occa-

sional Offices – Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, as well as 

Personal Individual Private Prayer:  

Following the announcement last week that “Places of Worship” could open for Public Worship as 

from the 4th July, this week Guidelines and further advice has been forthcoming from both the nation-

al Church and from the Bath and Wells Diocese. 

We are looking at how we can implement these Guidelines in our two Church Buildings and what 

Risk Assessments etc might look like.  From these proposals will emerge and need to be discussed by 

the two PCCs.  Please bear with us and we hope to announce news of when Public Worship can begin 

and what it will look like just as soon as we can.   

Please continue to pray for the whole Church community at this time.  Thank you. 

Matt Thomson 

Live Stream Church for Sunday: “Continuing the story of being a new Church 

for a New Age – “the inspiration and ‘blueprint’ of Mark ch1” plus an AGAPE 

CELEBRATION – part of the journey of walking for 40 days with the Holy 

Spirit – 10.30am 

Last week, we looked at the rich story that lies behind the image of 

Hope “the Tree of Jesse” offers us in Isaiah ch11 and 12.  This week, 

we are going to explore how Mark, in his opening chapter about the 

life and ministry of Jesus, Mark ch1, gives us both inspiration and a bit 

of a ‘blueprint’ as to what some of the key qualities a Church could 

include as we emerge from Lockdown.  This follows from the fact that 

two of our readings this week in our “Daily Blog,” looking at the life 

and work of the Holy Spirit, have also come from Mark ch1.  

PLUS 

An Opportunity to “Share an AGAPE CELEBRATION together” as part of our Livestream Service.  

All you will need is: 

Some Bread – this can be an ordinary bread from around the 

house, or you may wish to make some; maybe some pitta 

bread, a bread roll, something gluten free? – This can be a 

great activity to do with others. 

Some grapes or fruit of some kind – which can be for you ‘the 

Fruit of the Earth,’ whatever you have to hand. 

And a glass of water or whatever is your favourite drink.  

Look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday. 

And afterwards, join us for the ‘Virtual’ Coffee Morning and catch up.  

Afterwards, why not join us for the next of our ‘virtual’ Coffee and 

catch up?  See the “New Creation Facebook Page” for details of how 

to join. 

Matt  

New Creation Pew News 
St Andrew’s Churches, Banwell and Congresbury  

Sunday 14th June  

 Thought for the Week: Can Church ever be as popular as 

McDonalds, and should we try to be? 

With the possibility growing of our Church Buildings soon being 

able to open again for public worship, and with the country slow-

ly beginning to emerge from Lockdown, what sort of Church do 

we want to be? 

With the news that McDonalds, the fast food chain, was able last month to open its Drive -thru 

facilities, there were queues round the block at many of their restaurants in so many of our 

towns and cities.  Anecdotally, someone told me that there were “queues of at least ninety 

minutes” at the McDonalds in Weston. 

As a Church community we may look on in something approaching envy, and long for the day 

that there would be similar such scenes of community commitment and passion about attend-

ing Church on a Sunday for a Church service.  Alternatively, we can try to protect ourselves 

against potential for possible, if not probable, disappointment by telling ourselves that 

McDonalds and Church have nothing in common and we are about a much more noble and a 

‘higher’ purpose kind of thing. 

But I am reminded of the quote from the late William Temple, one time Archbishop of Canter-

bury, who famously said, “The Church is the only organisation that does not exist for itself, 

but for those who live outside of it." 

William Temple was Archbishop during WWII (1942-1944) and he wrote a book in 1942 entitled, “the 

Church and the Social Order,” where he imagined, not just a Church, but a society of what God would 

want it to be as it emerged from the pain of war.  At the heart of his vision, William Temple believed 

there should be a Church that was willing to offer the same sacrificial love and selflessness that Christ 

Himself offered trying to build a ‘bridge’ between society, community and our Creator.  And, it’s in 

consideration of this, that Temple then put pen to paper in his famous quote.  William Temple was also 

a passionate advocate of the Council for Christians and Jews, seeking to overcome anti-Semitism and 

other forms of intolerance and a founding patron of the British Council of Churches and the World 

Council of Churches.  Sadly, his life ended suddenly in October 1944 and his ashes were placed in Can-

terbury Cathedral. 

So, taking up William Temple’s quote, we have as a Church not only to know and love God but also to 

think how we can best adapt and shape ourselves to communicate something, and indeed someone, who 

we believe offers far more nutritious and longer lasting ‘sustenance’ (see John’s Gospel ch6, vs30-35 – 

where Jesus describes Himself  “I AM the Bread of Life;” not even McDonalds, with all its advertising 

budget, is brave enough to make this particular claim).    

We can learn quite a lot from how businesses, especially those involved in hospitality and catering, 

make it easy and possible for all who might want to access what their establishment has to offer.  Before 

the Lockdown, I was somewhat taken aback when visiting a McDonalds myself, with the computer 

ordering screens, the openness of the layout and attention to detail, and the purposeful friendliness of 

the staff who worked there.  Clearly quite considerable thought and commitment had been put into how 

to make this possible. 
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As we, ourselves, and our Church Buildings, emerge from Lockdown, it would be “oh, so easy,” simply 

to think in terms of how we might “get back to how things used to be.”  But maybe, we need to think 

more in terms of William Temple, and think first and foremost about how we can do all we can to be “a 

bridge” to help a wider community and society, as well as ourselves, to experience the love of Christ.  

If McDonalds can do it, simply out of a desire to be a successful commercial enterprise, how much 

more can we have confidence, courage, and purpose.  We may, or may not see cues of cars cueing 

round the corner in anything like the numbers that McDonald’s has had, after all the end of John ch6 

shows many people finding Jesus’ claim somewhat hard to accept even in His day, but we can still 

make it our conviction and our commitment to try.    

Please continue to pray for guidance, for wisdom and for the Peace of the Holy Spirit at this 

time. 

Matt Thomson 

“Daily Blog” – “40 Days with the Holy Spirit” –  

Sun 31st May till 16th July:  

We are into the last couple of weeks of our “Forty days with the Holy 

Spirit” and, as I said last week, it has been so, so helpful in renewing and 

inspiring our relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

This week we going to look at “building” in tune and harmony with the 

Spirit – sharing the purposes and plans of God both for Creation and 

Church in our time. 

Jack Levison’s book s available to purchase from Eden or Amazon, or via Amazon Kindle. 

CONGRESBURY ‘VIRTUAL’ VILLAGE FETE 

The ‘virtual’ fete will be running activities and competitions for the remainder of the 
Summer so keep an eye on the Facebook page for more details! The Scarecrow Trail has 
proven to be a real highlight with families all over Congresbury rising to the challenge of 
making a scarecrow to place in their front gardens—can you find them all? The closing 
date for the ‘Guess the Balloons’ competition to win a Kindle Fire is Friday 10th July so 
get guessing! 

Full details can be found at www.facebook.com/CongVirtualFete or 
www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/community/love-congresbury/congresbury-village-fete/
congresbury-virtual-village-fete 

   BANWELL SUMMER FUN  

The Summer of Fun has now launched in Banwell! Competitions and activities running from 

4th July are Heritage walk and Scarecrow Trail, maps and instructions available to print 
online or paper copies available in Banwell News and The Crafty Cuppa and the Holiday 
dress up Dog 4th July till 17th July send in your photos to Love Banwell and the winner will be 
announced. 

More fun activities coming throughout the Summer! Full details can be found at 
www.facebook.com/lovebanwell or see Banwell Summer Fun posters.  

Could you “give a Bible to a Yr6 young person” as they leave Primary School for  
Secondary Education?  

It is difficult to put into words the thanks I and the Wardens feel for all the kindness and generosity 
people have given over this last week.  In just one week! we have received offers and actual donations 
to cover all seventy two Bibles for the seventy two Yr6 young people leaving St Annes, Hewish and St 
Andrew’s School in Congresbury.  Incredible!  And a very heartfelt, “Thank you.” 
We have placed the order with Eden Bookshop and we look forward to the young people receiving their 
Bibles at their respective ‘Leaving Services,’ and Caz and I hope to record a video message for each of 
the schools which can then be relayed to them.    
 
Part 2: 
 
We are also in discussion with Banwell Primary School as we wanted to extend the hand of kindness to 
the Yr6 young people who attend this wonderful school community.  Although we haven’t given simi-
lar gifts before, and Banwell School is not a ‘Church School’ as such, we enjoy a very warm relation-
ship with the staff and children, and we wanted to extend the offer to these young people too, especially 
in these unprecedented times.  Kirsty is hoping to hear back from the staff in the next couple of days 
and we hope to arrange to give the Yr6 young people either a Bible or a Dictionary as something to 
remember their time at Banwell School and the relationship with the Church which we have shared and 
so enjoyed. 
So, if you have not yet been able to make a gift and would like to, please don’t feel it is too late.  Please 
send in your gift to the same details Beth gave last week (see below) and Beth and Bob as Treasurers, 
who work so closely together anyway, will sort things out. 
If, for any reason, it isn’t possible to share such a gift with the Banwell yr6 children, all surplus funds 
will be held over in a designated fund to go towards Bibles for young people next year.   
Please help us to keep going and to try and reach our aspiration that all young people this year, from all 
three of our school communities, will receive such a gift, if at all possible. 
And thank you again.  Everyone has all been so very kind. 
 
Matt Thomson 
 
N.B. If you would like to “give a Bible to a Yr6 young person” this is how you can do it: 
 
Message from Beth: 
“Anyone wishing to contribute toward the cost of Bibles for the school leavers (£10 per Bible) can do 
so in any of the following ways: 

Cash in an envelope, with your name on it please 
Cheque payable to “St Andrew Congresbury PCC” 
BACS: 

Account name: St Andrew Congresbury PCC 
Sort code: 60 23 32 
Account number: 72280484 
Reference: School Bibles 

As long as we know who the donation is from, if you have a Gift Aid form on file with your Church, 
your donation will automatically be Gift Aided and the amount claimed added to the School Bibles 
fund. 
 
Cash and cheques can either be sent/delivered to me (Beth Ashton-Hilton) at 14 Weetwood Road, Con-
gresbury BS49 5BN, given to your Church @ Home coordinator to be relayed to me, or, if you have 
any questions or need any help – just contact Beth, Matt or Kirsty.    

A HUGE THANK YOU 

Once again we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of people making donations to 
the Foodbank. These donations are greatly appreciated. Donations can be left in both 

churches, or at 17 Paul’s Causeway. 
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