SUMMER FUN in Banwell and CONGRESBURY
‘VIRTUAL’ VILLAGE FETE.
Love Banwell and Love Congresbury, in conjunction with other village organisations will be running
events and competitions over the Summer to help keep kids entertained and find fun things to
do as a family. Congresbury ‘Virtual’ Fete launches on Saturday 27th June and Banwell Summer
Fun events will run from 4th July. More details available on our Facebook pages
www.facebook.com/lovebanwell and www.facebook.com/LoveCongresbury or email
kirsty.bowles@newcreationchurches.org.uk

Update on the opening of Church Buildings for Personal
Individual Private Prayer:
Following the announcement by the Prime Minister that “Places
of Worship” will be open for Private Prayer as from Monday
15th June, we have received various guidance and advice both
from the national Church and the Church in Bath and Wells.
After a Joint virtual meeting with the Standing Committees of both our Churches on Friday, we are
working through things in the hope of being able to open the two Church buildings for personal individual Private Prayer as from Sunday 21st June. For many, being able to drop into the Church Building and light a candle, have a moment of calm and prayer, and feel the comfort of old familiar surroundings will be important in our journey of realising hope during these times.
Please bear with us, we are trying to do all that we can to make this possible but as you can appreciate there is lots of paperwork and practical things we are needing to sort out in order to make things
as safe as possible.
We will try and keep people updated during the week on website and New Creation Facebook Page
and there will be a further announcement in New Creation Pew News next weekend. I would like to
thank the Wardens and the Standing Committee for their willigness and hard work to seek to make
this possible.
Our hope is that it brings tangible hope to not only the Christian community but also to the wider
community as it has been so hard for the doors to be shut as they have been for so long.
Matt Thomson

A HUGE THANK YOU
Thank you all so much for your continued Foodbank donations.
This week Ian has taken over 11 assorted bags and boxes to Yatton Youth Club, a temporary outpost of Clevedon Foodbank. Love Congresbury has received a heartfelt thank you
from the co-ordinator there, who has been overwhelmed by the generosity of local
residents.

New Creation Pew News
St Andrew’s Churches, Banwell and Congresbury
Sunday 14th June
Thought for the Week:
I was walking our dog round the block the other day; the usual walk, across the Churchyard and the
field, up the drove, up the Strawberry Line and then back down via the Football field and back along
Paul’s Causeway. As I did so, I bumped into a family I hadn’t seen for some time; Mum, Dad, and their
two now grown up sons. After exchanging initial greetings the Mum explained how hard it was for her
sons, one of whom was furloughed from his work and anxious as to whether he would have a job to go
back to and the other who had just this last week been made redundant.
My heart went out to these two young men, and their parents, who I have known since they were knee
high.
And then, one of the boys, who hadn’t said much in the conversation up to this point, pitched in and
said, “well, everyone’s finding it tough at the moment. But it’s the birth pangs of a new age, isn’t it!”
This took me aback at first, partly because of the context – as I was out doing something very simple
and familiar— walking the dog round the block. I was also somewhat surprised to hear a young person
have such hope, such optimism and such certainty. And, I suppose I was also somewhat taken aback
because here I was listening to words being spoken back to me which, from a Christian point of view,
are words that we know, cherish even, and to be fair, many of you have had to suffer various, even numerous sermons about over the years.
So, after a gathering together of my thoughts and feelings, I uttered what I hoped were encouraging
words to the young man, about how great it was to hear a young person speak so positively about the
future because that was how I felt. We said our farewells and I carried on with my walk.
As I did so, I reflected more about the family and the conversation I had just shared in meeting. I’m not
suggesting for a moment the young man was aware or alluding to the events spoken of by Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel ch 24 associated with the immanent fall of Matthew’s beloved Jerusalem (AD70). Nor
am I suggesting that therefore the Second Coming of Christ is therefore any more immanent than it was
before – that is up to our dear Lord, as Jesus says, ‘only the Father knows the time and the hour’ (Matt
24:36). But what if, there is something still about these words, and the image of new life and of birth,
that we need to hear? What if God is trying to do a ‘new thing’ in and through not only the pain of this
Pandemic but also the Black Lives Matter campaign and other things? Would it be too much to hope
that out of all this time of estrangement, violence, sadness and pain, God would not be trying to bring a
‘new creation,’ a new people to birth with new priorities to face a new world after it? A world with a
much higher emphasis for respect for the planet, for diversity, for the other, for a value for self beyond
wealth, and for God?
The image of the Exodus comes to mind and the wandering of the people in the wilderness slowly, carefully, tenderly being prepared for a country and a hope yet to come. Will we as a Church, in our day, be
open to this challenge? Will we as a Christian community seek to have something to contribute to the
hope of a new age that that young man seemed so certain in reaching out for?
Our Gospel was not meant to be something we share behind closed doors, something that offers simply
a parallel world for those interested in ‘that sort of thing,’ or worse, for those who seek to flee to it from
a perceived painful and sinister world ‘out there.’ Jesus came because “God so loved THIS world,”
broken, beautiful, painful, creative, violent, compassionate, hopeful, loving, all of which it can be.

I may not have all the answers for that young man, but maybe I’m not meant to. Perhaps, it is important instead simply to be willing to join with him in the hope – that God will bring something new,
something better, something good out of all this.

Live Stream Church for Sunday: “A new Church for a
New Age – the story of Peter and the message of
hope in Cornelius (Acts Ch 10) – part of the journey
of walking for 40 day with the Holy Spirit – 10.30am

“Everyone is finding it tough at the moment. But let us pray it will be the birth pangs of a new age” – a
new age of transformation of the heart, from stone to compassion, from self to the other and to God.
Matt Thomson
Online Church? To stream or not to stream?
When we first started talking about ‘online church’, I think it raised a few eyebrows. ‘It’ll never catch on’ were comments I’d sometimes heard muttered in
hushed tones.
Then, the unthinkable, a global pandemic, forcing us all to retreat into the safety
of our homes. Suddenly churches across the world needed to find new and inventive ways to keep their vibrant church communities going in a new digital
age.
Luckily, in true Blue Peter style, ‘here’s one I made earlier’ applied as we had already taken tentative steps into the online worship world with our Living Faith
Facebook page, and the New Creation website was already in the process of updating. So we used what we had, expanded on it and ’Church@Home’ was born and
the rest is history. But how many of our congregation would actually be able to
engage with this online content?
I have been utterly amazed, humbled and truly touched to see the number of people visiting our website and Facebook pages. There has been no greater compliment than to be sent a Facebook friend request by a 90 year old member of the
congregation who has signed up for the first time just to hear the daily blog.
There have been several older members of the congregations who have become
self-confessed ‘silver-surfers’. Those who vowed never to use social media are
busy liking and sharing and even using emojis!
Facebook statistics are not something I thought I would end up analysing but
here are some facts. Love Congresbury now has 800 regular followers. The first
daily blog has been viewed over 1,000 times. These statistics wouldn’t wow for a
YouTube video, but for a semi-rural Parish, it’s pretty good. On average the blog is
watched by 250 people per day and the same number of people watch the Sunday
service throughout the week.
Of course, it is not all about the numbers. What are we saying? Are we reaching
people? Is our content engaging? Most importantly, are we helping people to meet
with God?

I can’t tell you what a privilege it has been to read some of the comments from
people, thanking everyone for their efforts in keeping our churches alive. How
good it is to see one of us each day bringing a message of hope in an otherwise
very uncertain time. Messages from our regular congregation, messages from
people who used to be connected to New Creation but have moved away, messages from people on the other side of the world! We are touching people’s lives in
ways that we couldn’t do if we were just in one physical building.
As we ease out of lockdown, we will all be thrilled to step back into our familiar
church buildings, but online church can still be something that we continue
alongside church services. Some people who can no longer make it to church for
whatever reason, or people who feel as though going to church is not for them—
this is who need online church to continue, online church from a warm, welcoming, local Parish church, a church like ours.
Kirsty x

(Simply access the “New Creation Facebook Page”
from Google: https://www.facebook.com/
NewCreationChurches/ or via the New Creation
website: http://www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/
(You do NOT need to have an account with Facebook to access any of this material.)
After last week, when the sound was not good, we are
going to come inside this week to share this story which
not only instigated the Gentile Church but opened Peter
and the Church to a whole new way of seeing in in and
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
All you will need is a Bible and yourselves, and maybe a
cup of coffee or tea.
Look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday.
And afterwards, join us for our NEW ‘Virtual’ Coffee catch
up.
Afterwards, why not join us for the next of our ‘virtual’
Coffee and catch up? See the “New Creation Facebook
Page” for details of how to join.
Matt
“Daily Blog” – “40 Days with the Holy Spirit” – Sun 31st May till 16th July:
Next week will see us explore the next chapter in our journey with “40 Days
with the Holy Spirit” focusing upon the importance of ‘practicing’ living in
the awareness of the Holy Spirit – in other words being ever more aware of
the Spirit in our everyday lives.
You can access the “Daily Blog” either by looking up the “New Creation Facebook Page”
from Google: www.facebook.com/NewCreationChurches/ or via the New Creation website:
www.newcreationchurches.org.uk/ (You do NOT need to have an account with Facebook to
access any of this material.)
Or you can purchase Jack Levison’s book from Eden or Amazon, or via Amazon Kindle.

